3rd Philippine Sudoku Super Challenge
Mechanics for the Elimination Round

1. The qualifiers for the elimination round on all three categories namely: Sudoku Grand Master (professional level), Sudoku Wizard (High Level) and Sudoku Whiz Kids (Elementary Level) shall be based on the submission of the entries, that is, the original cut-outs of Sudoku puzzles containing the correct answers of at least twenty (20) original issues from different dates of Sudoku Puzzles prepared by MTG, Philippines and published in the Business Mirror.

Submission of entries for the Regional Eliminations must be sent c/o MTG Philippines, Zamboanga Chong Hua High School, Gen. Vicente Alvarez St., Zamboanga City, or contact your nearest MTG Center Coordinators.

2. The Elimination Round contest will be on November 29, 2008 and the contest venue in every region for the conduct of the Elimination Round will be published in the Business Mirror.


The Regional Eliminations will be held at the following SM Outlets: SM Rosales, Pangasinan; SM Pampanga, SM Batangas, SM Lucena, Quezon; SM Bacolod, SM Cebu, SM Iloilo, SM Cagayan de Oro and SM Dasmarinas, Cavite.
3. The elimination round has three (3) rounds and the qualifiers at this stage are given 90 minutes or 1 hour and 30 minutes to answer all the given puzzles which come in ascending difficulty. All the participants have the chance to advance to the next level or round if they successfully answer correctly at least 50 % of the Sudoku puzzles given in each round. Thus a qualifier is considered disqualified to move to the next round if he/she fails to answer correctly at least 50% of the puzzles given in a particular round. 

4. The qualifiers of the three categories will have different sets of various degrees of difficulty of Sudoku Puzzles.

5. In Round I, the qualifiers of the elimination round are given 15 minutes to solve the 4 types of Sudoku Puzzles namely: Mini Sudoku, Classic Sudoku, Diagonal Sudoku and Odd/Even Sudoku. Each puzzle is worth 5 points and the qualifiers can have a score of 20 points plus whatever bonus points that will added to them. The first five fastest puzzlers who incur no mistake in their solutions will receive corresponding bonus of 20 points, 15 points, 10 points, and 5 points respectively.

6. In Round II, six (6) more challenging Sudoku puzzles are provided to be accomplished in 40 minutes. The contestants can obtain an aggregate score of 60 points plus whatever bonus points that will be added to them. The different kinds of Sudoku puzzles worth 10 points each are as follow: Classic Sudoku, Irregular (Jigsaw) Sudoku, 147 Sudoku, Alphadoku, Frame Sudoku and Sudoku More or Less. The first five fastest puzzlers who incur no mistakes in their solutions will receive corresponding bonus of 50, 40, 30, 20 and 10 points respectively.

7. Round III- The WHIZ KID category contains four (4) puzzles which must be solved in 35 minutes. The participants may earn a score of 60 points plus whatever bonus points that will be added to them. The Sudoku puzzles which contain 15 points each in this phase are as follow: Classic Sudoku, Sum Sudoku, Outside Sudoku, and Mixed Sudoku. The first five puzzlers who incur no mistakes in their solutions will receive bonus of 40, 30, 20, and 10 points respectively.

8. Round III- The SUDOKU WIZARD and GRAND MASTER categories contain five (5) puzzles and must be solved in 35 minutes. However, the participants may solve any four (4) from the five puzzles and earn a score of 60 points plus whatever bonus points that will be added to them. In the event the participant will answer the 5th puzzle correctly; he earns another 50 points. The Sudoku puzzles which contain 15 points each in this phase are as follow: Classic Sudoku, Sum Sudoku, Outside Sudoku, Circular Sudoku, Mixed Sudoku or Odd/Even Diagonal Sudoku. The first five puzzlers who incur no mistakes in their solutions will receive bonus of 40, 30, 20, 10, 5 points respectively.

9. The 1st placer of each category will be qualified to represent the region/city to the national finals. 
 

10. In case of a tie-up, a tie-breaker round shall be conducted.

11. A DTI representative(s) shall be invited to witness the proceedings of the Sudoku Regional Eliminations and National Finals.

12. The national Finals will be held on January 31, 2009 at the SM North in Quezon City. Each qualifier shall be awarded with a Certificate of Participation and the top winners a Certificate of Distinction.

13. The decision of the Board of Judges is final. In any event that situation arises not covered by the rules of this contest; they will be referred to the Contest Committee.

